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To hear such things as fright you ?

Darnley.                                      Nay, by heaven,

I have made none ; I never sought man out
To speak with any; I swear I see no spies.

Queen.    Must I return to your own ear again
The very words were spoken ?

Darnley.                              I did hear

There was a letter brought you to subscribe
By certain of the council, to the intent
I should be cast in prison, and with power
To .slay me by your warrant, should I make
Resistance ; Highgate said so ; I confess
I spake with him ; my father that first heard
Brought him to speech of me.

Queen.                                 Spake he so much ?

But Walcar, that at Stirling brought me word
Of this man's speeches here, had heard of him
That you with certain of our lords had laid
A plot to take our son, and having crowned
Reign for him king of Scots ; whereon the man
Being had before our council with good speed
Swore he knew no such tale, and had but heard
Some rumour blown of your imprisonment,
But nothing of your slaying; to which again
His witness summoned gave him straight the lie.
Yet would I not conceive the tale for true
That being incensed with some our loyal lords
Who were not of the faction that should lay
Such regency upon you for your son,
You had threatened them aloud with wrath to come.